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Session 5 (A) Learning and Technologies 
 
Mobile phones for school self-evaluation in Kenyan public primary schools: 
Teacher, parent and pupil perspectives 
Andy Cunningham, University of Oxford 
 
What are pupil, parent and teacher perspectives of using a mobile phone’s hardware and 
software in completing school self-evaluation exercises when measuring, analysing, and 
improving child friendliness of Kenyan public primary schools?  
The study builds on a previous Masters study that investigated what local stakeholders 
constituted as indicators for child-friendliness in Kenyan public schools by creating a 50-
item Enhanced Child Friendly Schools Monitoring Toolkit (ECMT). The current study looks at 
how school stakeholders will use these indicators, via the new data collection and analyses 
methods on the mobile phone, to measure child-friendliness in their schools. Drawing on 
literature from the school effectiveness and school improvement camps and exploring the 
relationship between participatory learning and action methods with traditions of school 
self-evaluation, the study will introduce the ECMT across 50 randomly selected public 
primary schools to 
document, analyse and understand the varying strategies employed by school stakeholders 
in administering the mobile-phone based survey. Of interest to the researcher is how users 
of this mobile-phone based method of data collection, analysis and dissemination 
compares to current quality assurance practices with external inspectors. The study will 
provide methodological and conceptual contributions to the growing field of research in 
quality assurance and data management in the developing world. 
 
Effectiveness of the Wiki technology in facilitating group projects undertaken 
by secondary students  
Samuel KW Chu and Ronnel King, University of Hong Kong Institute of Education  
 
Wikis have been increasingly used as a tool in educational contexts. However empirical 
evidence for their efficacy in supporting student learning is limited especially in the Asian 
setting. Therefore, the aim of this study was to determine the effectiveness of wiki in 
supporting the co-construction of group projects among Hong Kong secondary school 
students. A mixed-methods design was adopted. Survey results indicated that Google Sites, 
the wiki used in this study was found to be useful in terms of facilitating learning, 
motivation, group interaction, technology adoption, and knowledge management. Results of 
the student interviews generally supported the quantitative findings. However, problems 
were also identified with insufficient training argued as the most salient one. Implications 
for integrating wikis into the school curriculum are discussed. 
 
